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1
PROPULSION ENGINE

The invention relates to a propulsion engine having first
and second fans coupled to first and second pitch adjustment
mechanisms respectively.

FIG. 1 illustrates the basic engine architecture of a contra-
rotating propulsion engine. Contra-rotating propeller assem-
blies 1, 2 are driven by an engine core 3 supplying gas
through a static structure 4 and inter-meshed free power
turbines 5. The turbines 5 directly drive the propellers 1, 2
which, as indicated, are generally contra-rotating to provide
propulsion for an aircraft, for example.

The angular pitch angle of the propellers 1, 2 can be
changed by an appropriate mechanism in order to allow the
propellers 1, 2 to operate efficiently throughout an opera-
tional flight.

A previously considered angular pitch adjustment mecha-
nism comprises two concentric actuators mounted on the
engine centre line which pull or push a rack which in turn
drives pinions which change the angular pitch of the pro-
pellers 1, 2. There is one rack and pinion per propeller
assembly 1, 2. FIG. 2 illustrates such an arrangement as a
schematic half cross-section. The static section 5 incorpo-
rates low pressure turbines 6 which drive the contra-rotating
propellers 1, 2. These contra-rotating propellers 1, 2 are
attached to pinions 7, 8 which in turn are driven by racks 9,
10 such that the pinions 7, 8 move in the direction of
arrowheads A, B. Location and support bearings 11, 12 are
provided to be secured upon the turbines driving the pro-
pellers 1, 2, whilst bearings 13, 14 are provided to facilitate
the pitch adjustment mechanism for the respective propellers
1, 2. It will be appreciated that in use there will be a number
of propellers secured about the turbine 6 in order to rotate
appropriately for thrust generation. An actuator assembly 15
is provided which has two independent actuation mecha-
nisms that act in the axial direction C to drive the two racks
9, 10 independently. The actuator assembly 15 is concentric
with the axis of the engine and comprises two concentrically
mounted hydraulic pistons. Each of the two pistons must be
controlled separately in order to adjust the angular pitch of
the first and second contra-rotating propellers 1, 2.

Whilst this arrangement is satisfactory for some applica-
tions, there are a number of drawbacks. The normal default
position is for the angular pitch of the two propellers to be
the same. Therefore, the two concentric hydraulic pistons
must be controlled so that the angular pitch of the first and
second propellers is similar to one another. Further, there is
no static structure for the rear propeller assembly and
therefore co-axial hydraulic pistons are required to be
mounted on the engine centre line in between the two
propeller assemblies. This results in a relatively complex
arrangement including a large number of bearings.

It is therefore desirable to provide a propulsion engine
having a less complicated pitch adjustment mechanism.

In a broad aspect, the invention relates to an angular pitch
adjustment mechanism arranged to be coupled to first and
second sets of blades, and an actuation means arranged such
that a single output from the actuation means causes the
angular pitch of the first and second blades to change. The
actuation means may be a linear actuator of a plurality of
linear actuators that provide a single combined linear output.
The angular pitch of the first and second blades may be
arranged to change in a pre-determined ratio, for example
1:1. The angular pitch of the first and second blades may be
arranged to change in opposite directions.

According to an aspect of the invention there is provided
a propulsion engine for an aircraft, comprising a first fan,
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such as a first propeller assembly, having a set of first blades
and a second fan, such as a second propeller assembly,
having a set of second blades; a first angular pitch adjust-
ment mechanism coupled to the first set of blades; a second
angular pitch adjustment mechanism coupled to the second
set of blades; and an actuation means coupled to the first
angular pitch adjustment mechanism; wherein the first and
second angular pitch adjustment mechanisms are coupled
together such that when the actuation means generates an
output, the angular pitch of each of the first blades and each
of the second blades changes. This arrangement allows a
single actuation means to vary the angular pitch of the set of
first blades and the set of second blades by generating a
single output. The first and second pitch adjustment mecha-
nisms are linked and therefore the angular pitch of the set of
first blades and the set of second blades are maintained in a
known relationship. Accordingly, when the actuation means
generates an output, the angular pitch of the first and second
blades change in a pre-determined ratio. The angular pitch
adjustment mechanism is therefore simplified and only
requires a single actuation means. The actuation means may
be a single actuator or a plurality of actuators coupled or
arranged so as to generate a single combined output.

The actuation means may be a linear actuation means
arranged to generate a linear output. The linear actuation
means may comprise at least one hydraulic piston. The
linear actuation means may comprise a plurality of linear
actuators. The plurality of linear actuators may be linked,
coupled or arranged so as to act commonly to generate a
combined linear output. The plurality of linear actuators may
be circumferentially arranged. The plurality of linear actua-
tors may be circumferentially arranged around the centre
line or axis of the engine. The actuation means may be
mounted to a static part of the engine casing.

The first angular pitch adjustment mechanism may com-
prise a plurality of first cranks each coupled to a first blade.
The second angular pitch adjustment mechanism may com-
prises a plurality of second cranks each coupled to a second
blade. The cranks may be attached either at the radially inner
end or towards the radially inner end of the blade. The first
and/or second cranks may be bellcranks. The cranks may be
integral with the respective blade or may be a separate
component subsequently attached to the respective blade.
The geometry of the first and second cranks may be chosen
such that when the actuation means generates an output, the
angular pitch of the first and second blades changes in a
pre-determined ratio. The geometry of the first and second
cranks may be substantially the same.

The first angular pitch adjustment mechanism may com-
prise a first unison ring that couples the first cranks together
and/or a second unison ring that couples the first cranks
together. The second angular pitch adjustment mechanism
may comprise a third unison ring that couples the second
cranks together and/or a fourth unison ring that couples the
second cranks together. The use of unison rings would help
to keep all of the cranks, and therefore the blades, at the
same angle. Also, unison rings could be used so that not
every first crank has an actuator attached to it. For example,
there could be a plurality of first cranks linked by first and/or
second unison rings and only alternate cranks would have an
individual actuator, or thrust rod, attached to it. When the
individual actuators of the actuation means generate a com-
bined linear output, the first cranks to which the individual
actuators are attached move, and the unison rings transfer
this motion to the other first cranks and therefore all of the
first cranks move in unison. Similarly, the alternate second
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cranks may be attached by a rod to a first crank and at least
one unison ring may link all of the second cranks.

The first angular pitch adjustment mechanism may be
arranged to rotate with the first fan. The second angular pitch
adjustment mechanism may be arranged to rotate with the
second fan. A first annular thrust bearing may be disposed
between the linear actuation means and the first pitch
adjustment mechanism. A second annular thrust bearing may
be disposed between the first pitch adjustment mechanism
and the second pitch adjustment mechanism. The bearings
would allow relative rotation between the linear actuation
means, the first pitch adjustment mechanism and the second
pitch adjustment mechanism. The first fan may comprise a
first annular fan hub within which the first angular pitch
adjustment mechanism is located and which is arranged to
rotate with the first fan and the first angular pitch adjustment
mechanism.

Each first blade may extend outside of the first annular
hub and each first blade may comprise a blade hub that
extends through a corresponding opening in the first fan hub.
This may allow the first blade to rotate about a blade hub
axis with respect to the first fan hub, thereby altering the
angular pitch. Similarly, the second fan may comprise a
second annular fan hub within which the second angular
pitch adjustment mechanism is located and which is
arranged to rotate with the second fan and the second
angular pitch adjustment mechanism. Each second blade
may extend outside of the second annular hub and each
second blade may comprise a blade hub that extends through
a corresponding opening in the second fan hub. This may
allow the second blade to rotate about a blade hub axis with
respect to the second fan hub, thereby altering the angular
pitch.

The actuation means, which may be linear, may act on the
first annular thrust bearing. There may be a single actuator
or there may be a plurality of actuators. A first thrust rod may
couple a first annular thrust bearing to the first pitch adjust-
ment mechanism in order to transfer linear motion from the
linear actuation means to the first pitch adjustment mecha-
nism. There may be a plurality of circumferentially arranged
first thrust rods. The first pitch adjustment mechanism may
comprise a plurality of first cranks and the or each first thrust
rod may be connected (directly or otherwise) to a first crank
of the first pitch adjustment mechanism. A first thrust rod
may be coupled to every first crank or to only some of the
cranks. For example, a first thrust rod may be coupled to
alternate or every third first crank. The first thrust rods may
be coupled to a unison ring that links the plurality of first
cranks together. A second thrust rod may couple the first
pitch adjustment mechanism to a second annular thrust
bearing. A third thrust rod may couple the second annular
thrust bearing to the second pitch adjustment mechanism.
There may be a plurality of circumferentially arranged
second thrust rods and/or a plurality of circumferentially
arranged third thrust rods. The first pitch adjustment mecha-
nism may comprise a plurality of first cranks and the or each
second thrust rod may be connected (directly or otherwise)
to a first crank of the first pitch adjustment mechanism. The
second pitch adjustment mechanism may comprise a plu-
rality of second cranks and the or each third thrust rod may
be connected (directly or otherwise) to a second crank of the
second pitch adjustment mechanism. A second thrust rod
may be coupled to every first crank or to only some of the
first cranks. For example, a second thrust rod may be
coupled to alternate or every third first crank. The second
thrust rods may be coupled to a unison ring that links the
plurality of first cranks together. Similarly, a third thrust rod
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may be coupled to every second crank or to only some of the
second cranks. For example, a third thrust rod may be
coupled to alternate or every third second crank. The third
thrust rods may be coupled to a unison ring that links the
plurality of second cranks together.

The first and second pitch adjustment mechanisms may be
arranged such that when the actuation means generates an
output, the angular pitch of the first blades and the second
blades changes in a fixed ratio. The ratio may be 1:1. The
first and second pitch adjustment mechanisms may be
arranged such that when the actuation means generates an
output, the first and second blades rotate (about a substan-
tially radially extending blade hub axis so as to change the
angular pitch) in opposite directions. The predetermined
ratio and direction may be achieved by the geometry and
orientation of first and second cranks that are comprised by
the first and second pitch adjustment mechanisms respec-
tively.

The first and second fans may be unducted. The fans may
be located towards the rear of the engine behind the intake.
The first and second fans may be arranged to rotate about the
engine axis in opposite directions.

The propulsion engine may be a propfan.

The invention also concerns an aircraft comprising at least
one propulsion engine in accordance with any statement
herein.

The invention may comprise any combination of the
features and/or limitations referred to herein, except com-
binations of such features as are mutually exclusive.

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described, by way of example only, with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 schematically shows the basic engine architecture
of a propulsion engine;

FIG. 2 schematically shows a previously considered
angular pitch change mechanism;

FIG. 3 schematically shows in half cross-section an
embodiment of a pitch adjustment mechanism;

FIG. 4 schematically shows an end view of a variable
pitch first blade of the first propeller assembly and an end
view of a variable pitch second blade of the second propeller
assembly;

FIG. 5 schematically shows the pitch adjustment mecha-
nism of FIG. 3 as viewed radially outwards in the direction
R; and

FIG. 6 schematically shows an end view of the pitch
adjustment mechanism of FIG. 3 as viewed in the direction
X.

With reference to FIG. 3, a propulsion engine 20 com-
prises a static engine casing 22, a first fan in the form of a
first propeller assembly 30 and a second fan in the form of
a second propeller assembly 40. The first propeller assembly
30 comprises a set of first blades 32 that are circumferen-
tially arranged and each generally extending in the radial
direction. Similarly, the second propeller assembly 40 com-
prises a set of second blades 42 that are circumferentially
arranged and each generally extending in the radial direc-
tion. The first and second propeller assemblies 30, 40 are
coaxial with one another and are arranged to rotate about the
engine axis. In this embodiment, the first and second pro-
peller assemblies 30, 40 are associated with an epicyclic
gear assembly (not shown) that is driven by a drive shaft of
a turbine of the engine. The epicyclic gear assembly in this
embodiment is arranged such that when the drive shaft
rotates, the first and second propeller assemblies 30, 40
rotate in opposite directions. Therefore, the first and second
propeller assemblies 30, 40 are contra-rotating. In this
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particular embodiment, the first and second propeller assem-
blies 30, 40 are unducted and are located behind the intake
and therefore the propulsion engine 20 is known as a
propfan.

It will be appreciated by one skilled in the art that in other
embodiments the first and second propeller assemblies 30,
40 may be driven by a different arrangement and may rotate
in the same direction, for example. Further, it is possible that
the propeller assemblies may be located within the engine
nacelle.

The propulsion engine 20 also comprises a mechanism for
changing the angular pitch of each first blade 32 and each
second blade 42.

Pitch angle is defined as shown in FIG. 4 wherein one of
the first blades 32 of the first propeller assembly 30 is shown,
and one of the second blades 42 of the second assembly 40
is shown, each viewed from its radially outer end. The first
blade 32 is one of a set of blades on the first propeller
assembly 30, which rotates clockwise, when viewed from
the left end of the propulsion engine. Thus, the first blade 32
is travelling down the page as indicated by the arrow V1.
The second blade 42 is one of a set of blades on the second
propeller assembly 30, which rotates anti-clockwise, when
viewed from the left end of the propulsion engine. Thus, the
second blade 42 is travelling up the page as indicated by the
arrow V2. Pitch angle ¢1, ¢2 is measured from the top dead
centre, ie from the blade travel direction V1, V2. The smaller
the pitch angle ¢, the finer the pitch; a larger pitch angle ¢
means a coarser pitch. When the pitch angle ¢ is such that
air flowing across the propeller assembly creates minimal
aerodynamic force on the blade 32, 42 about the engine axis,
the blade 32, 42 is said to be “feathered”.

Typically, the angular pitch of each of the first blades 32
is the same as the angular pitch of each of the second blades
42. However, since the first and second propeller assemblies
30, 40 rotate about the engine axis in opposite directions,
when the angular pitch of the blades is adjusted, the first and
second blades 32, 42 rotate about substantially radially
extending axes in opposite directions. To increase the angu-
lar pitch ¢1 of the first blade 32 the first blade is rotated
about a substantially radially extending axis in the clockwise
direction (when viewed from the radially outer end of the
blade), and to increase the angular pitch ¢2 of the second
blade 42 the blade is rotated about a substantially radially
extending axes in the anti-clockwise direction (when viewed
from the radially outer end of the blade).

Referring again to FIG. 3, the mechanism for changing
the angular pitch of the first blades and the second blades
comprises a first angular pitch adjustment mechanism 50
and a second angular pitch adjustment mechanism 60. A first
annular propeller (or fan) hub 34 surrounds the first pitch
adjustment mechanism 50 and a second annular propeller (or
fan) hub 44 surrounds the second pitch adjustment mecha-
nism 60. The first and second propeller hubs 34, 44 are
arranged to rotate as part of the first and second propeller
assemblies 30, 40 and the first and second pitch adjustment
mechanisms 50, 60 are arranged to rotate with the first and
second propeller assemblies 30, 40 respectively. The first
and second blades 32, 42 radially extend outside of the first
and second propeller hubs 34, 44 respectively. Each first
blade 32 and each second blade 42 comprises a blade hub 36,
46 that is located towards the radially inner end of the blade
32, 42 and extends through a correspondingly shaped open-
ing 38, 48 in the propeller hub 34, 44. The radially inner end
of each first blade 32 is coupled to the first pitch adjustment
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mechanism 50 and the radially inner end of each second
blade 42 is coupled to the second pitch adjustment mecha-
nism 60.

An actuation means 70 is coupled to the first pitch
adjustment mechanism 50 which in turn is coupled to the
second pitch adjustment mechanism 60. When the actuation
means 70 is operated, the first pitch adjustment mechanism
50 changes the angular pitch of each of the first blades 32 by
rotating each blade (with respect to the first propeller hub
34) about its substantially radially extending blade hub axis,
and the second pitch adjustment mechanism 60 changes the
angular pitch of each of the second blades 42 by rotating
each blade (with respect to the second propeller hub 44)
about its substantially radially extending blade hub axis.

With reference to FIGS. 3 and 5, the first pitch angular
adjustment mechanism 50 comprises a plurality of first
bellcranks 52, the number of which corresponds to the
number of first blades 32. The radially inner end of a first
blade 32 is attached to a first bellcrank 52 and provides a
fixed pivot axis for the first bellcrank. In this embodiment,
the radially inner end of each first blade hub 36 is attached
to a first bellcrank 52. However, in other embodiments the
bellcrank 52 may be attached towards the end of the blade
32. The first angular pitch adjustment mechanism 50 also
comprises first and second axially spaced unison rings 54, 56
that couple all of the first bellcranks 52 together. The first
and second unison rings 54, 56 are essentially annular metal
rings that are coaxial with the engine axis. Fach first
bellcrank 52 is attached to the first and second unison rings
54 by respective pivot connections 55, 57. The first and
second unison rings 54, 56 link all of the first bellcranks 52
together such that they are constrained to move together.
This means that when one of the first bellcranks 52 pivots
about the respective blade hub axis by a certain angle, all of
the first bellcranks 52 pivot about their respective blade hub
axes by the same angle. Since the first blades 32 are attached
to the first bellcranks 52, this ensures that the angular pitch
of each first blade 32 is the same.

Similarly, the second pitch angular adjustment mecha-
nism 60 comprises a plurality of second bellcranks 62, the
number of which corresponds to the number of second
blades 42. The radially inner end of a second blade 42 is
attached to a second bellcrank 62 and provides a fixed pivot
axis for the second bellcrank. In this embodiment, the
radially inner end of each second blade hub 46 is attached to
a second bellcrank 62. However, in other embodiments the
bellcrank 62 may be attached towards the end of the blade
42. The second angular pitch adjustment mechanism 60 also
comprises third and fourth axially spaced unison rings 64, 66
that couple all of the second bellcranks 62 together. The third
and fourth unison rings 64, 66 are essentially annular metal
rings that are coaxial with the engine axis. Each second
bellcrank 62 is attached to the third and fourth unison rings
64 by respective pivot connections 65, 67. The third and
fourth unison rings 64, 66 link all of the second bellcranks
62 together such that they are constrained to move together.
This means that when one of the second bellcranks 62 pivots
about the respective blade hub axis by a certain angle, all of
the second bellcranks 62 pivot about their respective blade
hub axes by the same angle. Since the second blades 42 are
attached to the second bellcranks 62, this ensures that the
angular pitch of each second blade 42 is the same.

As shown in FIG. 6, the actuation means 70 comprises a
plurality of linear actuators 72 in the form of hydraulic
pistons that are circumferentially arranged around the engine
axis. Each hydraulic piston 72 is attached to a static part of
the engine casing 22 and all of the pistons 72 are connected



US 9,447,750 B2

7

to a common controller (not shown). Each hydraulic piston
72 comprises an actuator rod (74 in FIG. 5) that is capable
of moving forwards and backwards in the axial direction in
order to generate a linear output. When the actuation means
70 is actuated by the controller to produce an axial linear
motion, all of the hydraulic pistons 72 generate substantially
the same linear output and therefore each actuator rod 74
moves by approximately the same amount. In this embodi-
ment, the number of hydraulic pistons 72 is half the number
of first bellcranks 52 (and therefore first blades 32). How-
ever, in other embodiments the number of hydraulic pistons
72 may be the same as the number of first bellcranks 52. In
fact, any suitable number of circumferentially arranged
linear actuators 72 may be used. In one embodiment, the
actuation means 70 may comprise a single annular linear
actuator. In other embodiments the actuation means 70 may
be a different type of actuator such as a rotary actuator.

Referring again to FIG. 5, the actuator rods 74 are
attached to a first annular thrust bearing 76 that is coaxial
with the engine axis and disposed between the actuation
means 70 and the first pitch adjustment mechanism 50. The
first thrust bearing 76 allows the first pitch adjustment
mechanism 50 to rotate with the first propeller assembly 30
with respect to the engine casing 22. A set of first thrust rods
78 are circumferentially arranged around the engine axis and
axially extend from the first annular thrust bearing 76. Each
first thrust rod 78 is directly attached by a pivot connection
79 to a first bellcrank 52. The number of first thrust rods 78
may be the same as the number of first bellcranks 52 and
therefore each first bellcrank 52 may have a first thrust rod
78 connected to it. However, in other embodiments, first
thrust rods 78 may only be attached to some of the first
bellcranks 52, for example, alternate or every third first
bellcrank 52.

A set of axially extending second thrust rods 80 are
circumferentially arranged around the engine axis and
couple the first pitch adjustment mechanism 50 to a second
annular thrust bearing 82 that is disposed between the first
and second pitch adjustment mechanisms 50, 60. The second
annular thrust bearing 82 allows the second pitch adjustment
mechanism 60 to rotate, with the second propeller assembly
40, with respect to the first propeller assembly 30 and the
engine casing 22. A first end of each second thrust rod 80 is
directly attached by a pivot connection 81 to a first bellcrank
52 and the second end of each second thrust rod 80 is
attached to the second thrust bearing 82. In this embodiment,
first and second thrust rods 78, 80 are pivotally attached to
a first bellcrank 52 at a common pivot point. However, in
other embodiments they may be attached at different points.
The number of second thrust rods 80 may be the same as the
number of first bellcranks 52 and therefore each first bell-
crank 52 may have a second thrust rod 80 connected to it.
However, in other embodiments second thrust rods 80 may
only be attached to some of the first bellcranks 52, for
example, alternate or every third first bellcrank 52.

A set of third thrust rods 84 are circumferentially arranged
around the engine axis and axially extend from the second
annular thrust bearing 82. Each third thrust rod 84 is directly
attached by a pivot connection 85 to a second bellcrank 62.
The number of third thrust rods 84 may be the same as the
number of second bellcranks 62 and therefore each second
bellcrank 62 may have a third thrust rod 84 connected to it.
However, in other embodiments third thrust rods 84 may
only be attached to some of the second bellcranks 62, for
example, alternate or every third second bellcrank 62.

In use, in order to change the angular pitch ¢1 of each of
the first blades 32 and the angular pitch ¢2 of each of the
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second blades 42, the actuation means 70 generates a single
output. In this embodiment, the first and second pitch
adjustment mechanisms 50, 60 are configured such that
when the actuation means 70 generates a linear output, the
angular pitch of each of the first blades 32 changes by
rotation about the respective blade hub axis in a first
direction, and the angular pitch of each of the second blades
42 changes by rotation about the respective blade hub axis
in a second opposed direction. This is important in this
embodiment since the first and second propeller assemblies
30, 40 are contra-rotating.

In order to decrease the angular pitch ¢1, ¢$2 of each of the
first and second blades 32, 42, the controller (not shown) of
the actuation means 70 is operated to cause all of the
hydraulic pistons 72 to move the respective actuator rods 74
by a predetermined amount in the direction of arrow Y
(towards the right as viewed in FIGS. 3 and 5). This causes
the first thrust bearing 76 to move in the direction Y and the
set of first thrust rods 78 transfers this linear motion to the
first bellcranks 52. Each of the first bellcranks 52 therefore
rotates about the respective blade hub axis in the anti-
clockwise direction (when viewed from the radially outer
side). The first and second unison rings 54, 56 ensure that all
of the first bellcranks 52 rotate about the respective blade
hub axis by the same angle. Since each of the first blades 32
is attached to a first bellcrank 52, each first blade 32 rotates
about the respective blade hub axis in the anti-clockwise
direction (when viewed from the radially outer end of the
blade), thereby reducing the pitch angle ¢1 of each of the
first blades 32. The use of first and second unison rings 54,
56 ensures that the angular pitch ¢1 of all of the first blades
32 is the same. It also means that a first thrust rod 78 does
not have to be attached to every first bellcrank 52.

The linear motion transferred to the first bellcranks 52 by
the first thrust rods 78 is transferred to the second thrust
bearing 82 by the second thrust rods 80. This causes the
second thrust bearing 82 to move in the direction Y and the
set of third thrust rods 84 transfers this linear motion to the
second bellcranks 62. Each of the second bellcranks 62
therefore rotates about the respective blade hub axis in the
clockwise direction (when viewed from the radially outer
side). The third and fourth unison rings 64, 66 ensure that all
of'the second bellcranks 62 rotate about the respective blade
hub axis by the same angle. Since each of the second blades
42 is attached to a second bellcrank 62, each second blade
42 rotates about the respective blade hub axis in the clock-
wise direction (when viewed from the radially outer end of
the blade), thereby reducing the pitch angle ¢2 of each of the
second blades 32. The use of third and fourth unison rings
64, 66 ensures that the angular pitch ¢2 of all of the second
blades 42 is the same. It also means that a third thrust rod 84
does not have to be attached to every second bellcrank 62.

In order to increase the angular pitch ¢1, $2 of each of the
first and second blades 32, 42, the controller (not shown) is
operated to cause all of the hydraulic pistons 72 to move the
respective actuator rods 74 by a predetermined amount in
the direction of arrow W (towards the left as viewed in
FIGS. 3 and 5). This causes the first bellcranks 52 to rotate
in the clockwise direction and the second bellcranks to rotate
in the anti-clockwise direction, thereby increasing the angu-
lar pitch ¢1, $2 of each of the first and second blades.

Providing a single actuation means 70 that controls the
angular pitch of first and second sets of blades results in an
arrangement that is less complicated than the prior art
arrangements. A single combined linear motion, for
example, can be used to alter the pitch of the first blades 32
and the second blades 42 simultaneously. This means that it
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is not necessary for two independent pitch control mecha-
nisms to be provided and controlled separately.

Further, since first and second pitch adjustment mecha-
nisms 50, 60 are linked together, the angular pitch of the first
and second sets of blades can be controlled in a known
relationship. In the above described embodiment, the first
and second pitch adjustment mechanisms are configured
such that when the actuation means generates an output, the
angular pitch of the first and second blades change by the
same amount (ie the ratio is 1:1). However, the pitch
adjustment mechanisms may be configured such that the
angular pitch of the first blades and second blades changes
in a different ratio such as 2:1, for example. Further, the pitch
adjustment mechanisms may be arranged such that when the
actuation means is operated, the first and second blades
rotate about the respective blade hub axis is the same
direction. This may be desirable if the first and second
propeller assemblies 30, 40 rotate about the engine axis in
the same direction.

Although it has been described that the first and second
pitch adjustment mechanisms 50, 60 comprise first and
second bellcranks 52, 62 respectively, in other embodiments
other types of mechanisms or cranks may be used. Further,
it is not essential that the pitch adjustment mechanisms
comprise two unison rings. The pitch adjustment mecha-
nisms may comprise only one unison ring each, or no unison
rings. Also, the linear motion generated by the actuation
means may be transferred to the first and second pitch
adjustment mechanisms by any other suitable linkage. For
example, thrust rods may be attached to unison rings as
opposed to the cranks directly.

The invention claimed is:

1. A propulsion engine for an aircraft, comprising:

a first fan having a set of first blades and a second fan

having a set of second blades;

a first angular pitch adjustment mechanism coupled to the

set of first blades;

a second angular pitch adjustment mechanism coupled to

the set of second blades; and

a linear actuation means coupled to the first angular pitch

adjustment mechanism through a first thrust rod and a

first annular thrust bearing, the linear actuation means

being configured to generate a linear output, wherein:

the linear actuation means acts on the first annular
thrust bearing;

the first thrust rod couples the first annular thrust
bearing to the first pitch adjustment mechanism in
order to transfer linear motion from the linear actua-
tion means to the first pitch adjustment mechanism;

the first angular pitch adjustment mechanism and the
second angular pitch adjustment mechanism each
comprise one or two unison rings to which each
blade of a respective one of the set of first blades or
the set of second blades is connected;

the pitch of all blades in the respective one of the set of
first blades and the set of second blades is adjustable
by rotation of the one or two unison rings;

the first angular pitch adjustment mechanism and the
second angular pitch adjustment mechanism are
coupled together through a set of axially extending
thrust rods and a second annular thrust bearing, such
that when the linear actuation means generates an
output to the first angular pitch adjustment mecha-
nism through the first thrust rod and the first annular
thrust bearing, the first angular pitch adjustment
mechanism is caused to adjust an angular pitch of
each blade in the set of first blades, and through the
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transfer of linear motion through the set of axially
extending thrust rods and the second annular thrust
bearing coupling the first angular pitch adjustment
mechanism to the second angular pitch adjustment
mechanism, simultaneously the second angular pitch
adjustment mechanism is caused to adjust an angular
pitch of each blade of the set of second blades;

the set of axially extending thrust rods comprises a
second thrust rod and a third thrust rod;

the second thrust rod couples the first pitch adjustment
mechanism to the second annular thrust bearing;

the third thrust rod couples the second annular thrust
bearing to the second pitch adjustment mechanism;

the second thrust rod is connected to a first crank of the
first pitch adjustment mechanism; and

the third thrust rod is connected to a second crank of the
second pitch adjustment mechanism.

2. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein
the linear actuation means comprises at least one hydraulic
piston.

3. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein
the linear actuation means comprises a plurality of linear
actuators.

4. The propulsion engine according to claim 3, wherein
the plurality of linear actuators are circumferentially
arranged.

5. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein
the propulsion engine has an engine casing that includes a
static part, and the linear actuation means is mounted to the
static part of the engine casing.

6. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein at
least one of:

the first angular pitch adjustment mechanism comprises a

plurality of first cranks each coupled to a radially inner
end of a first blade in the set of first blades; and

the second angular pitch adjustment mechanism com-

prises a plurality of second cranks each coupled to a
radially inner end of a second blade in the set of second
blades.

7. The propulsion engine according to claim 6, wherein
the one or two unison rings of the first angular pitch
adjustment mechanism comprise at least one of: (i) a first
unison ring that couples the first cranks together; and (i) a
second unison ring that couples the first cranks together.

8. The propulsion engine according to claim 6, wherein
the one or two unison rings of the second angular pitch
adjustment mechanism comprise at least one of: (i) a third
unison ring that couples the second cranks together; and (ii)
a fourth unison ring that couples the second cranks together.

9. The propulsion engine according to claim 6, wherein
the first thrust rod is connected to a first crank of the first
pitch adjustment mechanism.

10. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein

the first angular pitch adjustment mechanism is arranged

to rotate with the first fan; and

the second angular pitch adjustment mechanism is

arranged to rotate with the second fan.

11. The propulsion engine according to claim 10, wherein
there is a plurality of circumferentially arranged first thrust
rods.

12. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein
the propulsion engine includes at least one of the following:
(1) a plurality of circumferentially arranged second thrust
rods; and (ii) a plurality of circumferentially arranged third
thrust rods.

13. The propulsion engine according to claim 1, wherein
the first pitch adjustment mechanism and the second pitch
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adjustment mechanism are arranged such that when the
actuation means generates an output, the angular pitch of the
set of first blades and the angular pitch of the set of second
blades change in a fixed ratio.

14. The propulsion engine according to claim 13, wherein
the ratio is 1:1.

15. The propulsion engine according to claim 13, wherein
the first angular pitch adjustment mechanism and the second
angular pitch adjustment mechanism are arranged such that
when the actuation means generates an output, the set of first
blades and the set of second blades rotate in opposite
directions.
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